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ANNUAL REPORT
STATEMENT OF ASSESSORS
*  A
Valuation of Property and number of Polls as taken April 
1st,1943: «
Valuation of Real Estate 
Resident Owners $943,670 00
Non-Resident Owners 177,315 00
Total Value of Real Estate $1,120,985 00
"e*
Valuation of Personal Estate
Resident Owners $169,330 00
Non-Resident Owners 18,850 00
Total Value of Personal Estate $188,180 00
Grand Total of Real and Persona] Estate $1,309,165 00
Total Value of Land $473,710.00
Total Value of Buildings 647,275 00 '
Decrease in Valuation from 1942 $ 3,644 00
Rate of Taxation .0448
Poll Tax Rate $3.00
■ Number of Polls Taxed • 507
Number of Pools not taxed 158
Percentage Paid Collector .01
Collecting Excise Tax .15
• - A S "i • • « * , i
ASSESSMENTS FOR 1943
1943 ' 1942
For State Tax $9,607 38 $9,505 47
County Tax 3,443.38 3,930 79
Miscellaneous Account 1,900 00 1,900 00
Town Officers’ Bills 3,800 00 3,500 00
Civilian Defense 00 1,000 00
Treasurer ’s Bond ' ... 35 00 ' 35 00
Collector’s Bond 20 00 25 00
Abatements t ,. 271 65 166 69
•> _
Fire Department 500 00 250 00
Public Health Work 75 00 75 00
Sewers 500 00 200 00
Roads and Bridges 3,000 00 3,000 00
Winter Roads ‘ 3,000 00 3,000 00
State Aid Construction 00 999 00
State and State Aid Maintenance 1,130 00 1,120 00
Third Class Maintenance 925 00 925 0€
Tarvia for Roads and Streets 700 00 1,300 Oil
Pine Blister Rust Control 200 00 00
Support of Poor 3,000 00 4,000 00
Common Schools 12,500 00 12,000 00
Secondary Schools 9,000 00 9,000 00
School Supplies 724 00 724 00
Text Books 400 00 400 00
School Repairs 600 00 600 00
School Insurance 213 75 174 63
School Physician 100 00 100 00
Superintendent’s Salary 600 00 600 00
Old Cemeteries 75 00 75 00
Bethel Public Library 400 00 400 00
Memorial Day Observance 50 00 50 00
Bethel Baud' • 200 00 ' 200 00
Advertising 00 200 00
Interest on Loan • 300 00 300 00
Motor Vehicle Insurance ‘ 150 00 . 150 00
Overlay 2,751 74 $ 990 37
$60,171 90 $60,895 95
Tax Assessed as Follows 
$1,309,165 Valuation @  .0448 . $58,650 59
Cain in y2 cents 31
507 Polls @  $3.00 ■ 1,521 00
$60,171 90
Excise Tax Collected $2,575 35
Supplementary Tax 1937 , 3 00
Supplementary Tax 1938 3 00
Supplementary Tax 1939 . 3 00
Supplementary Tax 1941 3 00
Supplementary Tax 1942 18 00
Supplemenetary Tax 1943 30 00 
$2,635 35
EXTRACT FROM ASSESSORS’ REPORT
Live Stock Taxed
Horses  104 $10,900 00
Colts, under • 2 years old 1 50 00
Cows ' 327 24,100 00
Oxen 5 550 00
3 years old 78 5,635 00
2 years old 107 5,460 00
Goats 36 180 00
Poultry (over 50 in no.) 2,295 2,295 00
i  -  ■ ’ ’  ’
$49,170 00
Cta . . •<
Live Stock Not Taxed
Yearlings .163 $5,705 00
Sheep (to 35 in no.) 78 390 00
Swine (to 10 in no.) 142 2,130 00
Poultry (to 50 in no.) 2,693 2,693 00
$10,918 00
All Other Personal Property
Stock in Trade $36,000 00
Unmanufactured Material in Mills 5,775 00
Portable Mills 1 1,500 00
Logs. . 5,580 00
Lumber ‘ - 17,000 00
AVood and Bark 20 00
Boats 17 • 630 00
Gasoline Pumps and Attach­
ments 51 3,925 00
Musical Instruments 103 “ 6,560 00
Radios 418 7,495 00
Furniture 24,300 00
Finished Products in Mills 6,500 00
Tractors 28 9,825 00
Machinery and Equipment 8,775 00
Other Property 5,125 00
$139,010 00
Grand Total of Personal Property $188,180 00
ABATEMENTS, 1936
Wheeler, Hedley, paid in Livermore Falls $3 00
ABATEMENTS, 1941
Kennagh, Gustavus, paid in Paris $3 00
Smith, Guy A .,paid in Greenwood 3 00
$6 00
ABATEMENTS, 1942
Chase, Everett E., paid in Portland $4 58 ,
Kennag’h, Gustavus, error in assessing 3 00 
Morgan, Delmar, paid in Dixfield 3 00
Pen ley, Francis, deceased 45
Rounds, Merle R., paid in Gorham, N. II. 3 00 
Smith, Glemvood A., paid in Gray 3 00
Spearrin, Daniel PI., Heirs of, error in
valuation 11 25
$28 28
* '  ‘
ABATEMENTS, 1943
Allen, Robert, paid in Paris $3 00
Bartlett, Z. Willis, paid in Kennebunk 3 00
Bennett, Harold P., paid in Portland 3 00
Burris, Franklin, paid in Bangor 3 00
Chapman, Paul, in U. S. Service 3 00
Currier, Fred L., paid in Portland 3 00
Demerritt, Owen, error in valuation 2 24
Hall, Clarence W., age over 70 3 (X)
-Judkins, Perry W., Veteran, exempt 3 00
Lombard, Peter, paid in Stoneham * 3 00
McDonald, Edward A., paid in Conn. 3 00
McKenzie, James W., replaced by excise
tax 12 32
Merrill, Hezekiali E., replaced by excise
tax v 15 68
McMillin, Frederick, paid in Greenwood 3 00 
Newton, Sherman B., replaced by excise
tax 22 40
Olson, Ole, error in valuation 8 96
Perkins, Guy P., paid in Lynn, Mass. 3 00
Pratt,Ovilla A., replaced by excise tax 3 36 
Rounds, Merle R., paid in Gorham, N. H. 3 00 
Saundersr Addison Q., replaced by 
 excise tax . 4 48
Smith, Glenwood A., paid in Gray 3 00
Taylor, Alfred W., paid in Portland 3 00 
Tibbetts, Louisa., replaced by excise tax 17 92 
Wentzell, Carroll., paid in Gorham, N. H. 3 00
$135 36
$60,201 90
Cr.
By Amount paid Town Treasurer, 
less Treasurer's Cheek No. 26769,
$49.20" (refund) . $55,790 89
By Errors in Valuation and Abatements 135 36 
By Uncollected Taxes 4,275 65
$60,201 90
EXCISE TAXES ON TRUCKS AND AUTOMOBILES
W. E. Bartlett, Collector
Dr.
To Total Amount Collected $2,708 79
/  f  s  *
To Amount 011 hand as per previous
Report 11 65
Cr.
. By Amount Paid Town Treasurer $2,575 35 
By Amount Paid County Treasurer 137 29
By Issuing 53 Receipts to Persons
residing in Unorganized Townships 7 80
$2,720 44
a ,720 44
W. E. Bartlett, Collector of Taxes, in account with the 
Town of Bethel.
t
Dr.
To State, County and Town Taxes committed .
for collection July 9tli, 1913 $60,171 90
To Supplementary Taxes 30 00
UNPAID TAXES, 1943
Anderson, John C. $40 72
Benson, Harry   24 06
Bowker, Ella J. 22 40
Byers, Clarence G. &
Mabel H. 51 83
Childs, Donald D. 3 00
Coolidge, Almon E. 101 34
Coolidge, Marion 7 92
Coolidge, W. Edgar 60 12
Crooker, Harold 71 77
Cummings, Lincoln 24 64
George, Gertrude 53 76
*Harthorne, Roderick 8 96
Haselton, Charles & Eu­
genia 35 84
Hastings, Charles H. 3 00
Hastings, Elizabeth 2 21
Hastings, St. John,, De- 
v visees of 170 24
Hatfield, Roland S. 3 00
Hinkley, Daniel 5 21
Hinkley, Merle L. 5 69
Kimball, Ceylon, Heirs
of 91 84
*Luxton, George E. 3 00
Mason, Alfred 13 44
Mason, Herman 13 44
McMillin, Jack 33 65
Merrill, Florence P. 82 74
Merrill, Fkeeman 57 88
Merrill, Joel F. 30 69
Merrill, Walter & Free­
man 13 44
Rich, Lawrence E. 3 45
Rich, Victor P. 3 00
Rowe, Herbert R. 62 72
Skillings, W. Albert 41 22
Stearns, Elmer J. 139 91
Stimand, Harold A. 3 45
Tyler, Leonard A. 6 05
Verrill, Fred C. 131 04
Merrill, Lenwood 6 36
Verrill, Lewis 21 37
Waterhouse, Alice 17 92
Waterhouse, Cleveland 5 69
Wilson, Benjamin 11 96
York, Edwin H. 92 15
Non-Resident 
Baldwin, Jennie < 17 92
Chapman. Mrs. Marion 
Braddish 3 58
Grover, S. O., Heirs of 2 24
Kilgore, Wallace 20 16
Leighton, George E. 35 84
McCormick, M ary,
Heirs of 17 92
Swan, Glenn 6 72
Watson, Robie L. 224 00
Amount collected from
Jan. 1, 1944 to time 
this report printed 2,365 05
Total Unpaid Jan. 1, —T---------
1944 $4,275 65
(Balance Unpaid $1,910.60)
1935-1936-1937-1938-1939-1940-1941-1942 TAX ACCOUNT
W. E. Bartlett, Collector
Dr.
To Total Unpaid Taxes as per previous 
Town Report $7,200 13
To Supplementary Tax 1937 31 00
To Supplementary 
To Supplementary 
To Supplementary 
To Supplementary
Tax 1938 
Tax 1939 
Tax 1941 
Taxes 1942
3
3
3
1 8
00
00
00
00
$7,230 13
Cr.
By Amount Paid Town Treasurer $5,673 25
By 1942 Tax Liens filed with Town
Treasurer 677 48
By Unpaid Taxes 842 12
By Abatements 37 28
$7,230 13
UNPAID TAXES, 1942
* Anderson, Charles E. 
*Baker, Romeo 
Brown, Walter C. 
Coolidge, W. Edgar 
*Dorey, Tracy J. 
Poster, Richard 
^Gilbert, Shirley B. 
Hamlin, Henry C.
Hastings, Charles H.
Hatfield, Herbert H.
Hinkley, Merle L.
Hinkley, Daniel
 Manning, John 
Coolidge, W. Edgar 
Hatfield, Roland 
Hinkley , Daniel
Hinkley, Merle L. 
Merrick, Joseph 
Morgan, Delmar 
Parker, Eugene 
Stevens, Joseph 
Verrill, Lewis
$3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
14 03
- 3 00 
118 43
3 00 
3 90
3 00
3 00
3 00
5 25
3 00
UNPAID
$18 53 
3 00 
5 25 
3 90
- 3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00
18 00
^Morgan, Wallace E. 
Stearns, Newton E. 
Stearns, Elmer J.
Tripp, Ralph A. 
*Therriault, Martin A. 
Vashaw, Harry Z. 
Verrill, Lewis' '
York, Edwin H. * 
Amount collected - from 
Jan. 1, 1944 to time 
this report printed 
Total Unpaid Jan. 1 —»
3 00 
3 00 
33 84 
3 00
3 00 
*3 00 
26 3.3 
12 60
O f
•m m *  tm m j f  3  - j f
1944 $278 72
(Balance Unpaid $256.38)
OO
3
TAXES, 1941
Verrill, Lenwood 
* Vasha w, Stanley D. 
Wilkins, Philip 
Amount collected from 
Jan. 1, 1944 to time 
this report printed 16
Total Unpaid Jan. 1, — ----
1944 • $83
45
00
00
05
18
Balance Unpaid $67.13)
UNPAID TAXES, 1940
Bennett, Asiel. 
Bates, Leslie L.
Coolidge, W. Edgar 
Casey, Marshall
*DeCoster, David V. 
Hatfield, Roland S. 
Hanscom, Lee
McMillin, Bernard
Raimey, Perry
Saunders, Hersey
Sweatt, Vernon C. 3 00
Stevens, Joseph 40 08
Verrill, Fred C. 9 10
Verrill, Lewis  4 32
Wheeler, Charles 5 28
Amoun t  collected from 
Jan. 1, 1944 to time 
this report printed 29 90
Total Unpaid Jan: 1,
1944 $139 88
(Balance Unpaid $109.98)
UNPAID TAXES, 1939
Baker, Joseph C. Jr. 
Bates, Leslie S. 
Coolidge, W. Edgar
Cole, Nelson
Frazier, Loron
Morgan, Delmar
llolfe. Nelson
Saunders, Hersey
$3.69
3 00
3 75 
3 00
3 00 
0
3 00 
3 00 
5 30
Stevens, Joseph 35 19
Verrill, Fred C. 8-05
Wheeler, Charles 5 30
*  7
Amount collected from 
Jan. 1, 1944 to time 
, this report printed 65 05 
Total Unpaid Jan. 1, —■---------
1944 $141 33
(Balance Unpaid $76.28)
* indicates that the taxpayer is in the 
armed service of the United States.
UNPAID TAXES, 1938
*
Bradgon, Frank 
Frazier, Loron 
Saunders, Hersey 
Verrill, Fred O.
Terrill, Tien wood 
Amount collected- from Jan 
time this‘report printedI ' .  .
• <
Total Unpaid Jan. 1, 1944 
(Balance Unpaid $25.26)
1. 1944 to
$3
3
5
12
1
00
00
33
30
63
45 71
UNPAID TAXES, 1937
Baker, Joseph C. Jr. 
Brooks, Henry
$6 75 
3 00
$70 97
$3.68 
3 00 
20 5 2 
3 00
3 00
3 00
3 00
3 00
3 00 
3 00
Frazier, Loron 
Verrill, Fred C.
Verrill, Lewis 
Verrill, Lenwood
Amount collected from Jan. 1, <1944 to 
time this report printed
3 00
19 25 
25 00
4 00
50
1'otal Unpaid Jan. 1, 1944 
(Balance Unpaid $61.00)
UNPAID TAXES, 1936
Verrill, Fred C. 
Verrill, Lewis
Total
$17 63 
26 78
UNPAID TAXES, 1935
Verrill, Fred C.
$61 50
$44 41
$22 13
1931-1932-1933 TAX ACCOUNT
To Total Unpaid Taxes as per 
previous Town Report $1,311 05
UNPAID TAXES 
L. E. DAVIS, Collector, 1933
Walter Balentine ' $8 13 Archie Cole 31 00
Harold Bartlett 6 69 0. L. Davis 16 40
Ralph B e r r y  7 10 Moses Davis 12 84
Everett Billings 16 53 Wm. Day 3 09
Clayton Blake 3 00 Elliott 1. Estes ' » 16 53
H. O. Blake 15 58 Lester Enman 3 00
George H. Brown, G. Hill 3 00 Lewis Etheridge 3 00
Walter Brown 3 00 Clarence Enman 3 00
Harry Brown, G. Hill 3 00 I. Farrar 3 00
Leo Bubier 3 00 Chas. Frost 5 05
Shirley Chase 8 71 Clvde Hall * 19 20
Edgar Coolidge ' 10 89 Hollis Grindle 3 00
Robert Clough 7 10 Earl Williamson, 3 00
Roger Clough 3 00 C. Waterhouse 3 00
Edgar Cross 9 56 Sherman Haselton 8 54
Raymond Harthorne 3 00 Russell Swan 22 48
Roderick Harthorne 3 00 Joseph Stevens 9 97
Richard Lawrence 3 00 Merle Swan ,/3 00
E. P. Lyon 91 15
J
Bernard Swan 3 00
Hollis Hutchinson 3 00 Vinton C. Tibbetts 8 53
Archie Lovejoy 3 00 Oscar Tibbetts 3 00
Alfred Mason 3: 00 Geo. Tibbetts 3 00
Glen Mason 3 00 Lewis Verrill 5 05
Wm. Mason 3 00 Leonard Verrill 4 23
Earl Morgan 3 00 Clyde Whitman 14 07
Chas. Melville 3 00 F. C. Verrill 18 58
Harry Newell 5 05 Guy Willey 3 00
Ola Olson 10 79 L. E. Winslow 5 26
Chas. Reed 16 71 T. E.-Westleigh 15 30
Albert Skillings 12 64 Cash on hand 4 03
G. N. Stearns 5 05
Hedley Wheeler 3 00 4
E. J. Stearns .20 02 $530 82
L, E. DAVIS, Collector, 1932
Roland
Walter Baleiitixie
1- . 4
Harold Bartlett 
Everett Billings 
Clayton Blake
H. O. Blake 
Walter Brown 
F. W. Buck 
Leo Bubier 
Robert Clough 
Edgar Cross 
Edgar Coolidge 
Elliott Estes 
Leslie Estes
■ Lester Enman 
Alton Enman
I. D. Farrar/
Chas. Frost 
Hollis Grindle 
Henry Hall
Sherman Haselton 
Raymond Harthorne
*
$18 22 Hollis Hutchinson 3 00
9 76 Alfred Hodgkins 3 00
8 74 E. P. Lyon 93 20
16 r* % ^00 Alfred Mason 3' 00
3 00 J. Merrill 3 00
16 81 Wm. Mason 3 00
3 00 Chas. Melville 3 00
20 63 Harry Newell 5 46
3 00 Lin wood Newell 3 00
7 10 Frank Osgood 7 72
11 06 Ola Olson 9 15
11 61 Chas. Reed 16 12
25 76 Albert Skillings 9 12
3 00 George N. Stearns 5 05
3 00 E. J. Stearns 40 93
3 00 Joseph Stevens- 6 69
6 08 Carlton Saunders 4 64
5 05 Vinton Tibbetts 3 41
3 00 B. S. Tyler - 8 74
18 38 Geo. Tibbetts 3 00 -
I
8 54 Guy Vail 5 05
3 00 Lewis Verrill 7 10
F .C. Verrill
Allen Walker 
Hershall Walker 
Guy Willey 
L. E. Winslow 
Curtis Winslow 
Cleve "Waterhouse
24 94 
4 28 
3 00 
3 00 
6 ' 69 
3 00 
3 00
Wm. Young 
Harry Brown, G. Hill 
Geo. Brown, G. Hill 
Clyde Whitman 
Cash on hand
3 00 
3 00
3 00 
15 71 
5 67
$532 94
L. E. DAVIS, Collector 1931
Everett Billings $16 31
H. O. Blake 27 39
Harry Brown, Grover Hill 3 00
Geo. Brown, Grover Hill 3 00
Robert Clough 5 45
Edgar Coolidge 19 17
Elliott Estes 25 05
Irwin Farrar 3 00
Lester Enman • 4 23
f * • • *
Charles Frost 5 45
Charles Mason 3 00
Alfred Mason 4 72
J. Merrill 3 00
Ola Olson 15 25
Joseph Stevens 3 00
Albert Skillings 23 58
Fred Verrill 29 71
Lewis AYrrill 7 90
Fred Wheeler ,11 58
Clyde Whitman . 22 60
L. E. Winslow 7 90
Wm. Young 3 00
$247 29
Appropriation for Care of Poor 
Reimbursements
 Available, 1943
Amount Expended 
Overdrawn
$3,000 00
23 53
$3,023 53 
3,686 42
$662 89
J
POOR OF OTHER TOWNS
S * •• l *
\ mount Expended
Balance due from Other Towns
$428 
$428 75
STATE POOR
• I
Amount Expended
“  V-
Amount received from State 
Balance due from State
$1,473 08 
1,331 20
$141 88
Summary, State Poor
Paid 
Bates, Leslie 
Bird, Elbridge E. 
Bowker, Ella J.
* Brown, Henry J. 
Bryant, Addison W.
Child, Donald 
Cone, Charles F. 
Cummings, Allen E.
• Fogg, Llewellyn G.
Garritv, Frank
- /
Gorman, William 
HickTord, Howard P.
$27
32
85
232
95
18
10
103
48
24
53
204
00
36
00
2500
74
00
71
61
00
00
62
Hinkley, Merle  11 29
Hobson, Jabz 10 50
Hopkins, William H.  30 00
Martilla, Konstant 109 50
McAllister, Clarence E. 215 00
Waugh, George L. 100 00
York, Priscilla 62 50
 $ 1,473 08
TOWN RELIEF OASES
Name  Food Board & Care Rent Fuel Clothing
Brown,  Elsie, Mechanic Palls .. $396 43
Dutton, Erlon W., Wife of 
Harrington, George P., & Wife,
Woodstock $136 03
Haselton, Ethel M. 162 68 . . . . $66 65
Heath, Claude W. & Family, Gilead . . . . . . . .
Hobbs, Alfred, & Wife, Minot . . 291 00
Kimball, John W. . . 623 65 . . 19 73
Martyn, Bessie L. 96 00
Mason, Will iam, Children of
Mechanic Falls  . . 360 00
McAllister, H. Eugene . . 43 53 . . . . 2 16
Osgood, Prank L., & Family ' 34 94 . . $99 00 8 00
Small, Charles E. Jr., & Family,
Dexter  25 07 . . . . 33 75
Veteran No. 1, Dixfield 65 02
Tramps
Medical Hospital Burials Misc. Totals
$24 55 $75 80 •  ft $6 00 $502- 78
•  ft •  • $100 00 •  f t 100 00
•  ft •  • 6 00
/ f t
- V
o  ft 142 03
•  • •  • ft ft * f t  f t 229 33
75 00 54 50s f t  • f t f t  f t '  129 50
37 00 141 47 120 00 2 00 591 47
9 00 • •  • 142 00 20 60 814 98
3 00 •  •
/
f t  f t
i
«  • 99 00
•
•  f t •  • f t  f t •  • 360 00
f t  * •  • f t  f t 52 53 98 22
f t  f t
■»
•  • f t  f t •  • 141 94
100 00 61 00 f t  f t 6 60 226 42
f t  f t f t  f t f t  f t f t  f t 65 02
ft ft •  • ft ft 185 73 185 73
$423 74 $1810 61 $99 00 $108 40 $21 89 $248 55 $332 77 $368 00 $273 46 $3686 42
REPORT OF SELECTMEN
/
COUNTY TAX
Appropriation $3,443 38
Paid County Treasurer $3,443 38
STATE TAX
Appropriation $9,607 38
Paid State Treasurer ' $9,607 38
7 CANCELLED WARRANTS
Numbers 1 to 52 incl. $101,306 55
* .  /  .  ,  *
MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE
Appropriation $150 00
Reimbursements ■ 30 76
$180 76
Paid Stuart W. Goodwin $149 17
Unexpended $ 31 59
• ' • . * ‘ " ... :
TEMPORARY LOAN
R ec’d Bethel National Bank $20,000 00
Paid Bethel National Bank i $20,000 00
INTEREST
Appropriation ' $300 00
R ec’d Interest on tax deeds and liens 283 39
$583 39
Expended
Paid Interest $304 86 $304 86
Unexpended $278 53
 BETHEL BAND 
Appropriation $200 00
Paid Treas. of Bethel Band $200 00
MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE'
Appropriation $50 00
Paid American Legion $50 00
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Appr opriation $ 400 00
State Stipend 40 00 $440 00
Paid Treasurer Bethel Library ' $440 00
OLD CEMETERIES
Appropriation $75 00
F. E. Gordon Trust Fund . 4 00
Expended
Paid on Old Grover Hill Road Cemetery $32 80
Paid F. E. Gordon lot 4 00
"  '  '  - LPaid on Cemetery at Olson’s 22 85
Paid on Flat Cemetery 7 50
PINE BLISTER CONTROL
Appropriation $200 00
Rec’d State Treasurer 195 31
$79 00
$67 15
Unexpended $11 85
$395 31
Expended
Expended for Labor $390 61
• i
Unexpended $4 70
? _
The following statement relative to the conduction of 
white pine blister rust control in Bethel during 1943 was 
submitted by the Maine Forest Service;,
22 TOWN REPORT
As you know, blister rust control is conducted under 
cooperative agreement between the Federal Government 
and Maine Forest Service, in which they cooperate with 
i owns and pine owners.
Several yea'rs ago we type-mapped Bethel and located 
over 9,800 acres of land bearing sufficient pine to justify 
blister rust control practices. The greater part of this pine is 
young and fast growing, and if protected from fire ,insects, 
and the blister rust, should be a continual source of revenue 
for years to come. Forests constitute one of the most impor­
tant of renewable resources in Bethel and white pine is un­
doubtedly the most valuable tree.
This season, in spite of the adverse labor situation, 
we are pleased to report that 1,841 acres of pine plus pro­
tective zone Avere worked, from Avhich were removed 3,629 
currant and gooseberry bushes, at a cost of $1,016.75 
'Town $195.30, State $195.61, and Federal Government 
$625.84.) No doubt you will need these figures for your town 
report. This completes the reeradication work, and it will be 
several years before any further work is necessary. In the 
meantime, we will watch for anv new blister rust infection.
J  t /
I The work was under the direct supervision of Federal 
Agent, D. S. Curtis, of Bridgton.
SEWER ACCOUNT •
Appropriation
Rec’d M. C. Bryant, Connecting
/ - $520 00
Expended
$243 75 
62 26
$306 01
Unexpended $213 99
PUBLIC HEALTH WORK
Appropriation . - $75 00
Raid State Treasurer- $75 00
Paid 
Payroll, labor 
Tile
$500 00 
20 00
REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE —  1943
The aim of the Public Health N u r s in g  Program, for the 
iown of Bethel, has been to promote positive health educa­
tion.
Forty families have had periodic visits by the nurse. 
The expectant mothers, servicemen’s families, infants and 
preschools have had a large share of this visiting.
During the year 5 Child Health Conferences have been 
conducted by the local health officer. There were 53 in at­
tendance. Smallpox and diphtheria immunizations were ac­
cepted. This part of the program has been interrupted by 
the incident of communicable diseases.
A health committee, made up of interested citizens, has 
been very helpful to the program as volunteers for Child 
Health Conferences and school nursing. One preschool was 
able to have tonsils removed through fhe generosity of an 
interested person. The Crippled Children’s Service has been 
available to four persons. The school nursing program has 
included showing of the films, “ School Days in the Coun- 
Iry”  and “ Guide to Good Eating” in two of the schools.
The medical examinations, by the school physician, of 
290 pupils has just been completed. Through the efforts and 
cooperation of the Superintendent of Schools, the teachers, 
and pupils, this type of work has proved very interesting 
The nurse feels that many satisfactoy results will be ac­
complished.
More films will be shown in the schools as soon as the 
various schoolrooms can be darkened. Audiometer testing 
will be completed in the near future.
It is with satisfaction that one reviews the year’s re-
♦ 4
ports and knows that the town of Bethel has a well rounded 
positive health program. Such a program was only accom­
plished through the whole-hearted cooperation of every cit­
izen. The nurse stands ready to serve this community when­
ever the need arises. *
... ^ ^
RUTH HOPKINS
1 • *
Public Health Nurse
LIGHT ACCOUNT
Paid /
West Bethel St. Lights $192 00
Blinker, Church and R. R. Streets 44 04
Office 12 56
Lock-up 12 00
Carried to Miscellaneous Acct. $260 60
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Appropriation 
Rec’d Town of Gilead
Telephone 
Gas and Oil 
Supplies 
Janitor
Mayville Hydrant 
Labor
Firemen’s Payrolls 
Fire Alarm 
Insurance
Repairs on Pumper
Overdrawn
Expended
$500 00 
50 00
$36
65 111
66 
30 
13
210
50
10
4
DO
73 
63 00 
00 
65 
85 
00 
00
74
$550 00
$599 1;j
$49 15
REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINIEER
I
The Company during the past year was called out by 
three (3) general alarms and sixty-one (61) still alarms for 
chimney and grass fires.
Alarms—
July 18 Hoyt Gunther 
Oct. 9 West Bethel— Grass 
Nov. 2 Lyman Winslow
During the past year three new men were added to the 
company, as some have gone into the service and others who 
are working away.
The new compressed air fire alarm that was voted to buy 
by the Corporation is about ready for use. On account of, 
ti ,e war, it has been very slow getting the right priority for. 
the horn and motorized valve but after a lot of writing 
and explaining we finally got them which are all installed 
but for the wires to the telephone office which we hope to 
get soon. 
For fires outside— one (1) short and one (1) long 
blast. Village fires the same as usual—two (2) long blasts.
r
 The Pumper Crew members are:
Lloyd E. Luxton, Chief
Dr. E. L. Brown, Engineer; Fred Douglass, Engineer
Everett Merrill, Captain * '
Earl Davis, 1st Lieut.
Robert Blake, 2d. Lieut.
v
■ . ■» 1 ■: - •
; . • • . . . • 1 . . .  .
Drivers: William Chapman, Ray Crockett, C. M. Ben­
nett, and Ray York.
1 .  '
Crew: Alton Hutchinson, Erwin Hutchinson, Frank 
Hunt, Gard Brown, Robert York, Ted Gallant, Charles 
Freeman, and Arthur Fogg.
I .  • •'
Fire Police : Bert Grover
> *
/
%
Everyone is reminded that in case of any type of fire 
the telephone operator should be notified immediately and 
given complete details 'regarding the nature and place of 
lire.
‘ i ’
\
Respectfully submitted,
*
LLOYD E. LUXTON
• % • . , • 1
Chief
r
•  • •  ‘  .  f  <
COLLECTOR’S BOND
Appropriation $20 00
Paid Waiter E. Bartlett $20 00
TREASURER’S BOND
Appropriation
Paid Stuart W. Goodwin  $35 00
$35 00
ABATEMENTS
Appropriation • $271 65
Abatements $271 65
CIVILIAN DEFENSE
Unexpended 194-2 balance $832 28
Expended ■ 164 61
Unexpended - $667 67
CUTTING PULP ON TOWN FARM
•  \  *
Unexpended 1942 balance $125 89
R ec’d Oxford Paper Co. 1,051 48
Paid
Cutting and sawing 81.69 cds. hem­
lock and spruce $326 76
Yarding 87.61 cds. hemlock and
spruce 175 22
Truekihg 106.58 cds. hemlock and 
spruce s 213 16
$1,177 37
$715 14
Unexpended $462 23
*
E. L. BARTLETT TRUST FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank •' $554 86
Interest, 1943 16 75
$571 01
ALCINA GROVER TRUST FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $66 79
Interest, 1943 1 99
MARY S. WILEY TRUST FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank . $200 00 
Interest, 1943 6 04
MINISTERIAL AND SCHOOL FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $3,030 04
Interest, 1943 91 57
$68 78
FRED M. GORDON TRUST FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $512 54
Interest, 1943 ' 15 48
$528 02
Paid to'Old Cemeteries Account 4 00
$524 0*z
$206 04
$3,121 61
MISCELLANEOUS ACCOUNT
, V
* ♦ f
Credit I
Appropriation $1,900 00
Tax. Lien Costs - 15 00
Harold A. Boothby, Auctioneer License 5 00 
Alice J .Brooks, Victualers’ Licenses 13 00 
Bank Stock Tax, State Treas., 562 20
Dog License Refund, State Treas., 157 04 
R. R. and Tel. Tax., State Treas., 100 33
Bethel Village Corp., Office Supplies 2 62
$2,755 19
Expended
Paid
The Van Tel. & Tel. Co.- $ 46 90
Postage and office  supplies 34 18
Oxford County Citizen, Town Reports 264 60
Printing and publishing 117 00 
Town Scales 48 35
Town Books and Forms, 40 25
Officers’ and Attorney’s fees 32 24
Office Rent, 1 year 175 00
Vital Statistics 29 50
Maine Municipal Assoc, dues 45 00
State Treas., Aid to Dependent 
• Children 958 34
Repairs on Town Farm 272 07
Ballot Clerks ; 34 00
Setting np Booths and Cleaning • 20 00
Expense Insane Cases 59 25
Town Officers’ Expense 4 4)6
State Treas., Auditing Books 101 04
Expense Board of Health 1 50 .
Excise Tax to B. V., Corporation 194 .92
Rebate to Collector (error) ' 17 11
t % _ - , >
' . • $2,496 21
Street Light Acc’t forwarded 260 60
  S (
$2,756 '81
Overdrawn $ 1 62
TOWN OFFICERS
%
Appropriation $3,800 00
P a id
E. F. Bisbee, 1-1-43 to 12-31-43 $1,485 00
•John H. Howe, 1-1-43 to 10-29-43 336 00
Carroll E. Abbott, 1-1-43 to 12-31-43 314 00 
E. P. Brown, Road Com., 1943 740 28
Alice J. Brooks, Clerk 75 00
John M. Harrington, Treas., 200 00
Wesley Wheeler, Sealer of W. & M. 38 70
W . B. Twaddle, M. IT. Health Officer 35 00 
Walter E. Bartlett, Coll. 743 73
Overdrawn
FINANCIAL STANDING
Assets
Due, L. E. Davis, Collector, 1931 
Due, L. E. Davis, Collector, 1932 
Due, L. E. Davis, Collector, 1933 
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector, 1935 
Due, W..E. Bartlett, Collector, 1936 
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector, 1937
Due, IV. E. Bartlett, Collector, 1938
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector, 1939
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector, 1940
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector, 1941
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector,1 1942
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector, -1943
Tax Deeds, prior to 1931 
Tax Deeds, 1931 
Tax Deeds, 1932 
'rax Deeds, 1933 
Tax Deeds, -1934 
Tax Liens, 1935 
Tax Liens, 1936 
Tax Liens, 1937 
Tax Liens* 1938 
Tax Liens, 1939 
Tax Liens, 1940 
Tax Liens, 1941 
Tax Liens, 1942 
Due, Newton & Tebbets, Inc., 
Mortgage,
Due, Town of Gilead, Poor 
1 >ue, 'Town of Greenwood, Poor 
Due, State Poor Account
Liabilities
247 29 
532 94 
530 82 
22 13 
44 41 
61 50 
70 97 
141 33 
139 88 
83 18 
278 72
4,281 65 
566 86 
795 94 
705 39 
524 90 
377 69 
' 42 87 
138 38 
307■51 
334 63 
524 40 
574 67 
581 25 
677 48
1,993 35' 
603 25 
8 40 
146 88
$3,967 71 
$ 167 71
Cash in hands of Treas., Jan. 1, 1914 $8,970 24 $8,970 24
1,311 05
5,123 77
2,970 78
3,181 19
\
1,993 35
758 53
$24,308 91
None
BALANCE SHEET
Overdraft Unexpended
Miscellaneous Account  $1 62 ..................
Town Officers’ Bills  167 71....... ..............
Tire Department Account 49 15 ..............
Sewers    $213 99
Roads and Bridges 1,418 44........ ..............
Winter Roads 3,198 47  . ...........
State and State Aid Maintenance ..............  2 60
Third Class Maintenance   1 55
Tarvia for Roads and Streets 404 96........ ..............
Bine Blister Rust Control   4 70
Support of Poor 662 89........ ..............
OJd Cemeteries   11 85
v  • ‘ .
Public Library ..............  ..............
Memorial Day ..............  ..............
Bethfel Band • ‘      .
Interest Account   278 53
Temporary Loans...................................................  ..............
'Motor Vehicle Insurance   31 59
State Tax - 
County Tax
Treasurer’s Bond...................................... ..............  ..............
i
Collector’s Bond ..............  ..............
Public Health Work ..............  ..............
Overlay   2,751 74
Supplementary Tax   60 00
Excise Tax Collected   2,575 35
 ....... —  *»—■■..» ■« —  — ................................   w  i . ------
$5,903 24 $5,931 90
Balance Unexpended carried to
Surplus $28 66
Respectfully submitted,
ERNEST F. B1SBEE 
CARROLL E. ABBOTT
Selectmen
• •
ROADS AND BRIDGES
Appropriation $3,000 00
Received State Treas., Section 18 177 00
Received State Treas., installing signs 3 95
Truck Rental 153 75
Paid
Expended
$3,334 70
Labor Payrolls $1,416 55
Truck hire 305 70
Gas and oil 290 35
Repairs and garage hills 296 14
Gravel and sand  35 10
Supplies 55 93
Lumber 451 59
Tarvia • ■ 267 98
Gas shovel rental 621 00
State Treas., for Tar and applying
on Section 18 .. 1,012 80
$4,753 14
----------------------------------------------- ■ ■■■ . . .  i  ................... -    ---------------------------------
• % ✓
Overdrawn $1,418 44
f  '  ■ .  ’  ;  '  '  .  . ' ,
WINTER ROADS
Appropriation $3,000 00
Rec’d Town of Upton, plowing 68 75
R ec’d Town of Gilead, plowing 304 51
R ec’d County of Oxford, plowing 311 52
Rec’d State Treas., thawing culverts 13 50
Rec’d State Treas., truck rental 3 13
Rec’d State Treas., Snow removal
Bethel 3,686 54
Rec’d State 
Upton 
R ec’d State 
Grafton 
Rec’d State 
Newry 
R ec’d State 
Hanover
Treas., Snow removal
V
Treas., Snow removal
Treas., Snow removal
Treas., Snow removal
74 75
135 00
101 25
6  75
Expended
Paid
Labor. Payrolls
Gas and Oil
Repairs and garage bills
Supplies
Salt
»
State Treas., State Jlighwav snow
7 '  k  . i kTJ t -
plowing ;
Rental Tractor House, 12 months 
Town of Woodstock, plowing Mil­
ton roads
$4,44!) 72 
2,047 88 
2.744 87 
568 17 
111 00
590 40 
150 00
242 13
Overdrawn
STATE AID CONSTRUCTION
Unexpended, 1942
$7,705 70
$10,904 17
$3,198 47
$999 (X)
STATE AND STATE-AID MAINTENANCE
Appropriation 
Paid State Treasurer
Unexpended-
$1,130 00 
1,127 40
$ 2  60
THIRD CLASS MAINTENANCE
Appropriation
Expended
Paid 
Labor Payrolls 
Sand and Gravel 
The Barrett Co., Tar via
$925 00
$141 05 
21 90 
702 00
Unexpended $1 55
TARVIA FOR ROADS AND STREETS
Appropriation $700 00
 
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls - $241 55
Truck hire 3 75
Sand 44 80
The Barrett Co.,Tarvia 814 86
1,104 96
Overdrawn $404 96
*v . t ' 4
• I *
Some of the Road. Accounts are overdrawn. The “ Roads
♦
and Bridges77 account was called upon to take care of two 
very large washouts at East Bethel last fall. The estimated 
cost of repairing the damages of that heavy rain was about 
$1500.00.’ The municipal officers decided it was for the 
best interest of the Town to patch and spread tar on the 
State Aid road from Lockes Mills to East Bethel, at a cost 
of about $1100.00. After that was completed the State 
tqok this road over for patrol and maintenance. If this
V  .  I
work had not been completed this year it would have been 
necessary to have resurfaced and spread a new coat of 
tar over this 4.9 miles of road, which would have cos! 
several thousand dollars. The “ Winter Roads77 account 
is heavily overdrawn. This is due to the expensive storms 
we have had between Jan. 1, 1943 and Dec. 31, 1943. Our 
equipment is old and the upkeep is therefore heavy. A e 
recommend newr equipment be purchased asxsoon as prior­
ities can be obtained.
Respectfully submitted,
E .P. BROWN
Road Commissioner
Truck Hire 58 50
^  k
REPORT OF SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
Town of Bethel, Debtor to Wesley Wheeler for
services as Sealer of Weights and Measures
from June 1, 194-2 to June 1, 1943 $75 00
Credits as follows:
Fees collected , $31 30
Use of Standards 15 00
$36 30
Carried to Town Officers ’ Account $38 70
Tested 26 scales, 21 gas pumps, 5 kerosene pumps and
23 weights.
Respectfully submitted
WESLEY WHEELER
Sealer of Weights and Measures
Cash on hand, January 1, 1943 
Received:
W. E. Bartlett, Collector
193.6 Town Taxes $39 31
1937 Town Taxes 76 00
1938 Town Taxes t 88 24
1939 Town Taxes 41 45
1940 Town Taxes I 87 66
1941 Town 'Taxes 200 63
1942 Town'Taxes 5,139 96
1943 Town Taxesy • m 55,840 09
1942 Excise Taxes 11 65
1943 Excise Taxes 2,311 17
1944 Excise Taxes • 252 53
V
ate Treasurer
Truck Rental $3 13
Installing Signs 3 95
Truck Hire 12 00
Bounty on Bears 30 00
Library Stipend 40 00
R. R. & Telegraph Tax 100 33
Dog Licenses Refunded lf?7 04
Highway 190 50
Pine Blister Control 195 31
Special Resolve 225 00
Bank Stock Tax 562 20
Common School Tuition 1,015 00
State School Fund Equalization 3,799 00
State School Fund 4,518 63
Pauper Account 2,484 34
Winter Roads 4,704 29
Bethel National Bank, Demand Notes
Newton and Tebbets, Inc.
Interest on Note 
Reduction of Principal
$169
230
39
61
i
64,088 69
18,040 72 
20,000 00
400 00
Tax Liens
Davis, L. E. $529 94
Jackson, Clifton 27 30
Leighton, George E. 36 00
Thurston, Wade H. 21 73
Interest on Tax Liens
Davis, L. E. - $93 80
Jackson, Clifton 2 73
Leighton, George E. 3 16
Thurston, Wade H. 14 31
Reimbursement of Costs on Tax Liens 
School Supplies
Town of Gilead $7 00
Town of Greenwood 23 80
Town of Newry 8 80
Town of Upton 11 56
Winter Roads 
Town of Gilead $304 51
Town of Upton 68 75
Countv of Oxford 311 52
.  4 *  . ,
Eire Department
Town of Gilead $50 00
•Town of Hanover, 1942 75 00
Town of Woodstock . 150 00
Truck Hire
State Aid $18 00
Third Class Maintenance 56 25
Town of Waterford 67 50
Reimbursement ~
Blanche Flint $23 96
Gould Academv 624.20
1 /  f
Withholding Tax
Town Officers $13 80
Roads 179 90
School Department , 525 80
' ' i  *
Licenses
Auctioneer
. Bootliby, Harold A. $5 00
Yictualers
Bosserman, William E. 1 00
Boyker, Henry W. - 1 00
Chamberlin, Harold 2 00
634 97
1
/
/
114' 00 
15 00
51 16
m
684 78 
275 00
J
141 75
648 16
719 50
Farwell, A. R. & Wight, L. F. 1 00
Grover, Florice 1 00 
Hale, Mrs. Ella G. 1 00
Hutchinson, Hattie E. 1 00
Inn, Bethel 1 00 -
Kimball, Daisy E. & Philbrook, Ivy 1 00
Ladd, Mary E. 1 00
Robertson, Mrs. Mabel 1 00
Thurston, Kathryn D. 1 00
Bethel Village Corporation, Supplies
Fred E. Gordon Trust Fund
Stuart W. Goodwin, Rebate on M. V. Insurance
Myron C. Bryant, Connecting Sewer
Town of Waterford, Pauper Account
Eugene McAllister, ,C. E. Abbott Conservator
Oxford Paper Co., Sale of Pulp wood
Town of Greenwood, Common School Tuition
18 00 
2 62 
4 Of) 
6 80 
20 00 
22 00 
23 53 
1,051 48 
147 00
- Paid Warrants, No. 1 to 52 inclusive 
Cash on hand, January 1, 1944
$110,276 79
*  >
$101,306 55 
8,970 24
■ ■ ■  n *  ■ ........................
•$110,276 79
*• 0 
Respectfully submitted
\ w
J. M. HARRINGTON, Treasurer
We hereby certify that we have examined the accounts 
of the Treasurer and have found them correct.
ERNEST F. BISBEE
'  • • '  ’  *
CARROLL E. ABBOTT
Selectmen of Bethel
STATE OF MAINE 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT
Augusta
October 11th, 1943
\
rl 0  THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF BETHEL:* i
t
In accordance with the request of your municipal offi­
cers, this department, represented by M. G. Allen and L.
D. Daniels, has completed an examination of the accounts 
(d‘ your town officials for the municipal year ended Decem­
ber 31, 1942.
ft
In our opinion, based upon such examination, the ac­
companying exhibits and schedules fairly present the fi­
nancial condition of your municipality as of December 31, 
1942 and the results of its operations for the period then 
ended.
Respectfully submitted
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT
Harold E. Crawford
Municipal Auditor
COMMENTS
C A SH
All receipts as recorded were examined and the cash 
for same Avas found to have been deposited in the bank cur­
rently, as per summary shown on Exhibit B.
1  '
Expenditures were made by clreck from properly auth­
orized warrants, supported by invoices and payrolls on file, 
os summarized on Exhibits B and D.
The cash balance was reconciled with the bank as per 
detail shown on Schedule 1.
*
TAXES—PROPERTY AND POLL
-• The 1942 tax commitment was found to be in agree­
ment with the Assessors’ records. The balance due from 
the Collector on this commitment is supported by a list of 
unpaid taxes taken from his records as summarized on Sche­
dule 2. which schedule also summarizes the unpaid prior 
years' taxes. The detail of all uncollected taxes is shown on 
Schedule 2-a.
Payments received on tax liens and deeds appeared to 
have been applied against the proper items and those still 
remaining unpaid are summarized on Schedules 3 and 4. 
with the supporting detail being shown on Schedules 3-a
and 4-a.
As the collectibility of many of the tax items seemed 
doubtful due to their age, we increased the Reserve for 
Collection $1,391.57 as shown on Exhibit E.
* " s
EXCISE TAX
The excise tax receipts were verified with the copies 
of the receipts as follows:
1942—Receipts 55 to 732 $2,990 71
Paid Oxford County Treasurer for 
collections in Albany and Mason
which are unorganized N 184 29
• ■ * • 4
$2,806 42 "
Underpaid by Collector and correct­
ed in 1943 1 95
DEPOSITED WITH TREASURER
(Exhibit B) $2,804 47 ■
• and
NOT USED AND CARRIED TO NET SUR­
PLUS (Exhibit E)
An overpayment of $10.70 was made to the county and 
this was also corrected during the 1943 year.
 
TRUST FUNDS
The trust fund investments were examined and are 
shown on Schedule 7. As noted on Exhibit D, the income 
withdrawn from the trust fund earnings was credited to 
the Cemetery Maintenance account and appeared to be 
properly accounted for.
GENERAL
A test check made of paid invoices and payrolls indi­
cated they were proper charges and correctly recorded.
.  9 4 # «• *
* ’  i * * #  1 *
The records of dog licenses issued by your Town Clerk 
showed collections in the sum of $270.20, which amount has
bden paid to the State Treasurer. These collections were
. * * . „  *  *
as follows: ;
Bethel $236.50
Albany 31.90
Mason ■ 1.80
With the exception of cash and trust funds, no externa! 
verification was made of your asset and liability accounts.
EXHIBIT A
TOWN OF BETHEL
BALANCE SHEET— December 31, 1942
*
(compared with December 31, 1941)
A S S E T S
Subsidiary 
Schedules
 Cash 
Food Stamps
Tax Accounts Outstanding:
2 Taxes $8,494 07
3 Tax Liens  3,118 68
4 Tax Deeds 2,970 78
December 31, 1942 December 31, 1941
$3,187 63 $1,878 74
422 00
$9,949 64 
2,735 68 
3,040 44
Less: Reserve for
$14,583 5:3 $15,725 76
Coll. 1,827 92 436 35
/  .  • ; . I
12,755 61 15,289 41
5 Accounts Receivable 2,761 13 3,308 18
6 Real Estate Mortgage 2,223 96 2,251 51
‘ . _ _ .........................................................   J------------------------------------------------------
' TOTAL ASSETS $20,928 33 $23,149 84
7 Trust Fund Investments 4,355 07 4,064 87
COMBINED ASSETS AND -------------   —
TRLST INVESTMENTS $25,283 40 $27,214 71
L I A B I L I T I E S  1
Notes Payable $3,500 00
—   -
. TOTAL LIABILITIES 3,500 00
7 Trust Fund Reserve $4,355 07 ■ 4,064 87
Surplus Accounts
Ex. D Departmental Balances—
Forward (net) $3,871 85 $2,349 68
Ex. E Net Surplus 17,056 48 17,300 16
20,928 33
Combined Liabilities., Trust
Reserve and Surplus Ac- -------------
counts $25,283 40
19,649 84
$27,214 71
<To the Superintending School Committee and Citizens 
of the Town of Bethel. r P
I herewith submit the report of your schools for the
year t/T f .
The problems of the public schools, like, those of every 
institution and organization, are becoming increasingly dif­
ficult as the war goes on..
Bethel has suffered less from the teacher shortage than 
many towns because of the large percentage of local tea­
chers employed. The schools opened in September with on 
ly two* changes 11 our teaching personnel and when the 
Christmas vacation came the new staff remained intact. Ev­
ery teacher is devoted to her individual task whether it be 
in the classroom or in the frequent demands made upon the 
schools in the war work.
By vote of the committee the Northwest'Bethel school 
was not reopened in September. This seemed advisable be­
cause of the small number of pupils and the teacher short­
age. Wherever a small school can be advantageously closed, 
a teacher may be released to teach the children who might 
otherwise be deprived of a teacher. Many schools in our 
state did not open this fall because teachers were not avail­
able. The State Department of Education is making a sur­
vey to determine the advisability of discontinuing more of 
the smaller schools.
The changes in conveyance seem to have worked out 
with satisfactory results.
/
t|  • ■ • Ji. *' ’
*  -  , . •
The fiscal year closed with good balances on every ac­
count. It may be advisable to explain the seemingly large
balance on the common school account. The last Legislature
✓ ' ^
increased the state subsidy for each teaching position from 
one hundred dollars to one hundred ninety dollars. This 
aid not become effective until September so that nearly two 
thirds of this iucrease is included in the balance on hand 
December 31, 1943. Another reason for the large balance is 
the late delivery of wood in some of our buildings. The man­
power shortage had its effect on obtaining wood for the 
schools. The state equalization fund which was larger than 
in previous years was allocated to different accounts, some 
of which show balances due this equalization fund which 
will be expended before the end of the school year.
In considering the budget for next year the superin- 
tending school committee make approximately the same re­
commendations as those of last year, it is reasonable to ex­
pect that the cost of school maintenance will not decrease 
so long as the present conditions of living continue.
The repairs the past year included the painting of the 
interior of the West and South Bethel buildings, and the 
painting of the exterior of the village primary building. 
The old fence at the village grammar school was repaired 
and a new fence was placed on the High Street side of the 
school yard. Some needed repairs were delayed because of 
labor conditions but these are being attended to as fast as 
conditions permit. v
• .  '  '  t  ‘
y
The reports of the school physician and public health 
nurse show ‘a steady improvement in the health standards 
of the Bethel school children.
»
The establishing of a school lunch program in the vil­
lage schools is assured. An efficient committee of the Par- 
ent-Teacher Association, which is sponsoring the project, 
expects to have the lunch served during the winter term. 
This project will provide a hot dish for more than one hun­
dred conveyed pupils who must otherwise have only their 
cold lunch. Hot lunches will continue to be served in the
outlying schools where parents and teachers cooperate in 
this work.
Again I wish to express my appreciation to all my co­
workers, among whom are included not only those directly 
collected with the work of the schools but all those who by
i ' n  * -
word or deed add, sometimes unconsciously, to the progress 
of our schools. Greater problems will ..confront us but iu 
union there will be the strength whereby the educational 
development of our future citizens may successfully con­
tinue.
Respectfully submitted,
CARRIE M. WIGHT
Superintendent of Schools
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Expenditures
Teachers
J ohn McLain 
Gwendolyn Stearns 
Edith Clements 
Mollie Davis 
Ethel Bisbee
_ . . j ,  •_
Blanche Howe - 
Alice Ballard 
Maxine Brown 
Florence Hastings 
Helen Newmarker 
Iva Hutchinson 
Olive Lurvey 
Ruth Davis 
Elmira Doyen 
Bertha Mills 
Mrs. Roland Kneeland 
Marguerite Clark 
Elizabeth Small 
Doris Lord 
Eva Carter
$733
934
934
531
1036
934
886
886
900
835
835
511
860
835
28
8
OO
■ .12 
427
388
00
22
22
30
07
9 9
76
76
27
66
66
35
37
66
00
00
00
00
70
92
Florabelle Haines 12 00
Gwendolyn Holt 8 00
Collector of Internal Revenue (Vie. tax) 208 01
State of Maine
(Teachers Retirement) 228 90
Janitor 
Harry Saw in $1,164 50
George Olson  39 00
Olive Lurvey 15 75
Richard Kimball 6 00
Guy Bartlett 10 00
Iva Hutchinson 15 75
Robert Bennett  15 00
Elmira Doyen 31 00
H. B. Lowell  6 00
H. A. Skillings  3 00
Ruth Davis 9 00
Ralph Berry   2 50
Frank Brooks  4 00
Kenneth Mason 6 00
Carrie Wight 10 00
Richard Rolfe 11 00
Collector of Internal Revenue (Vie. tax) 13 00
Conveyance
Mrs. Blanche Flint $938 00
L. C. Stevens y 643 00)
John Deegan ~ 112 00
Karl Stearns 210 00
Jorgen Olsen < 812 00
Hezekiah Merrill 24 00
Gould Academy 105 00
Gard Bennett 350 00
Mrs. Ethel MacKenzie . 100 00
State of Maine 124 00
Roderick Macmilliah , 261 25
$12,980 05
$1,361 50
$3,679 25
Fuel
Ernest Bisbee   $938 40
P. H. Chadbourne Co. 36 00
Edmund C. Smith 105 00
0. B. Farwell 30 00
Carrie M. Wight - 1 20
L. E. Davis 7 50
G. K. Hastings & Sons 162 50
$1,280 60
Common School Tuition
Town of Woodstock ’ $140 00
SUMMARY OF COMMON SCHOOL ACCOUNT*
i Resources
»  ■ 1 •
Balance Jan. 1, 1943 $ 1,391 83
Appropriation 12,500 00
State Fund * 3,818 63-
Equalization Fund 3,100 00
Common School Tuition Received:
State of Maine $1,015 00
Town of Greenwood 147 00
1,162 00
$21,972 46
Expenditures
Teachers . $12,980 0a
Janitor 1,361 50
Conveyance 3,679 25
Fuel * 1,280 60
Common School Tuition 140 00
$19,441 40
Balance $2,531 06
HIGH SCHOOL TUITION
Balance from 1942 $ 499 60
Appropriation  9,000 00
State Fund 700 00
Refund 6254 20
$10,823 80
Expenditures
Gould Academy $10,288 20
Town of W oodstock 47 50
Town of Paris 82 00
' • $10,417 70
Balance $406 19
TEXTBOOK ACCOUNT
%
Balance Jan. 1, 1943 v _ $131 62
Appropriation 400 00
Equalization 200 CK)
$731 62
Expenditures
McCormick—Mather Co. $47 21
"Webster Publishing Company 24 52
Scott Foresman & Company 35 03
Boring, Short & Harmon 34 98
The Macmillan Company . ; 111 64
Ginn & Company 22 76
Boston Music Co. 1 38
Row, Peterson & Company 20 00
American Book Company ' 153 36
Silver Burdett Company 9 96
L. W. Singer Company 59 27
John Winston Company 5 16
World Book Company 6 05
Edward E. Babb Company 8 60
Expenditures
Van Tel. & Tel. Co.  $71 98
Centra] Maine Power Co. - 106 07
Allyn & Bacon 
Lyons & Carnahan
58 80 
2 56
$130 34Balance
LIBRARY AND REFERENCE BOOK ACCOUNT
Balance Jan. 1, 1943 
Equalization
54  
$250 00
$250 54
Expenditures
American Education Press 
Fred L. Tower 
Frontier Press Company 
Bobbs— Merrill 
Newson and Company 
D. C. Heath and Company 
Little, Brown Company 
Oxford County Citizen
$6'6 31 
7 00
7 49 
6  38 
2 85
44 57
8  41 
32 20
$175 21
$75 33Balance
SUPPLY ACCOUNT
Balance, Jan. 1, 1943 
Appropriation 
Equalization 
.Received from :
Town of Greenwood $23 80
Town of Newry 8 80
Town - of Gilead 7 00
Town of Upton HI 56
$133 96 
724 00 
- 249 00
51 -16
Bethel Water Company 200 00
D. C. Phil'brook 1 00
Loring, Short & Harmon 127 74
D. G. Brooks 10 10
A.Flanagan Company 3 67
Edward E. Babb Company 19 78
GJedhill Bros. 81 14
J. L. Hammett Company 52 51
Oxford County Citizen 22 40
Howard & Brown 3 10
Geo. B. Roberts Disinfectant Co. 10 75
Carrie Wight 31 35
Bennetts Garage 24 00
The Papercrafters 26 42
Fred J. Smith 5 25
Morgan & Dillon Company 5 22
Gertrude J. Longlaud 1 80
M. F. Bragdon 44 75
Paris Manufacturing Company 79 92
$928 95
, - _____________________
Balance < $229 17
REPAIRS ACCOUNT
% a *
Balance Jan. 1, 1943 $28 78
Appropriation 600 00
Expenditures
D. G. Brooks $90 94
Carrie M. Wight . 9 54
G. E. Mason ' 9 92
8. H. Browne 201 40
F. A. Gibson 29 60
B. W. Kimball 21 20
Bethel Feed & Grain 80
Chas. E. Merrill 13 86
$628 78
Arthur Kimball 9 00
Herbert Swan 2 50
Balance • $240 02
SCHOOL PHYSICIAN
Appropriation $100 00
Paid Dr. W. B. Twaddle » $100 00
INSURANCE
Appropriation $213 7.)
Paid W. E. Bartlett 198 ’75
.. Balance $ 15 00
SUPERINTENDENCE ACCOUNT
Appropriation ‘ $600 00
Paid Carrie M. Wight ' 641 65
Overdraft $41 65
i * t  „
SCHOOL STATISTICS
School Census, 1943 52.1
Number of pupils enrolled, present school year 325
Number of teaching' positions during year 14
Average salary of men teachers $36 11
Average salary of women teachers $27 01
Village janitor’s salary per week 22 59
Rural janitor’s salary per week 1 37
Number of pupils now conveyed at expense of town 87
Number of common school tuition pupils 4
Number of pupils graduated from grammar school 30
Number of pupils registered in secondary schools,
during year 135
Number of pupils graduated from secondary school 20
Pupils enrolled, present school year: -
, Seniors 24
Juniors 24
Sophomores 29
Freshmen 28
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 1944
Common Schools $12,500
High School Tuition  9,000
Textbooks  400
Supplies (including water tax) 724
School Physician 100
Superintendence 741.65
Insurance   200
Repairs . ,  300
P. E. RUSSELL ’
E. A. DAY IS :
MARGUERITE BARTLETT
• V, •
Superintending School Committee
VITAL STATISTICS
BIRTHS
Births not reported in last year’s list.
1942
Sept. 4, In West Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mr:S. Ernest 
Westleig'h, a son, Ernest Raymond, second child.
Dee. 20, In West Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Burton 
Leroy Newton, a son, Roy Burton, third child.
1943 ' - ' '
Jan. 15, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Childs, 
a. daughter, Juanita Mae, second child.
Jan. 5, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Cleveland N. 
Waterhouse, a daughter, Jean Carol, eighth child.
i : X  '•
Jan. 20, in Lewiston, Maine Stillborn infant of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Hamlin.
*
Jan. 26, In West Bethel,. Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Ray­
mond K. Bennett, a daughter, ltoma Nellie, third child.
Jan. 22, . In Berlin, N. H., to Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Sweet-
i |
ser, a son, David Wayne, second child.
Feb. 2, In West Bethel, Maine to Mr, and Mrs. George 
Reginald Westleig'h, a son, John Thomas, fourth child.
Feb. 4, In Lewiston, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner
E. Smith, a son, Gardiner Elwood, Jr., first child.
Feb. 18, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Tl. 
Berry, a daughter, Claire Elizabeth, sixth child.
Feb. 22, In Lewiston, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Roy C.
/  /  •  *
Moore, a son, Stanley Charles, first child.
Mar. 1 In Rumford, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Luther I,
/  /
Tripp, a daughter, Bdna Leona, first child.
Mar. 12, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Clyde P  
Hall, a daughter, Asalene Grace, fifth child.
Apr. 16, In Lewiston, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Franklin 
Chapman, a- daughter, Carolyn Joan, first child. >
I , i
May 5, In Lockes Mills, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Roland 
L. Hatfield, a daughter, Mildred Ella, third child.
May 12, In Berlin, N. H., to Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Ange- 
vine, a son, Richard Ernest, second child.
7  t  /
»■ • i
May 14, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. George Hen­
ry Shirley Chase, Jr., a daughter, Patricia Ann, third child.
• ' . • , . *
May 24, In Berlin, N. H., to Mr. and Mrs. Avery J. 
Angevine, a son, Christen John.
May 27, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. 
Brown, a daughter, Dixie Lee, third child.
May 21, In Rumford, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 0. 
Verrill, a daughter, Ruth Belle, second child.
I
May 26, In Bethel, Maine, to Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Walk­
er, a son, Raymond James, eighth child.
• • *  . -
June 1, In Rumford, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Rufus E. 
Rice, twins, a boy, Donald Lee, a, girl, Donna Lea, second 
and third children.
June 8, In Rumford, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. 
Stevens, a son, Alan Richard, second child.
June 14, In Lewiston, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. 
Van Den Kerchhoven, a sou, Alan Louis, third child.
i
June 25, In Rumford, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Laurence. 
Rich, a daughter, Victoria Gene, second child.
July 17, In Rumford, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Milton 
Christie, a stillborn infant.
July 17, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Lynn K. Ben- 
net, a son, Mark Allen, sixth child.
July 19, In Berlin, N. H. to Mr. and Mrs. Curtis L Wins-
low, a son, Duane Prank.
- •  * . •
July 24, In Berlin, N. H., to xMr. and Mrs. Charles J. 
Freeman, a daughter, Lorenda, fourth child.
July 25, In Lewiston, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Rodney 
Ilowe, a son, Stanley Russell, first child.
Aug. 6, In Portland, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Anatasio, a dauhter, Jolene, first child.
Aug. 25, In Rum ford, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Wetherington, a daughter, Margaret Edith, second child.
Sept. I, In Rumford, Maine, to Mr. and Mrs, Howard W. 
Bixby, a son, Roger Douglas, sixth child.
Oct. 2, In South Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Horace
H. Tibbetts, a daughter, Virginia Iva, fourth child.
Oct. 28, In South Bethel, Me. to Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Rainey, a son, Wade Edward, first child.
Oct. 13, In Rumford, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Majic Pot- 
said, a daughter, Javina Lee, first child.
Nov. 5, In Rum|ford, Maine to Mr. and Mrs, John A.
Mackenzie, Jr., a daughter, Letha Opal.
' Nov. 18, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Oarl H. Swan, 
a daughter, fifth child. '
Nov. 24, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Rodney W.
Brooks, a son, Timothy Warren, first child.
I
Nov. 24, In Bethel, Maine to Mr. and Mrs. Alfred P. 
Bi-own, a daughter, Julia Rose, first child.
Dec. 30, In West Bethel, Me. to Mr. and Mrs. Franklin
E. Burris, a dauhter, Linda Jane, fourth child.
MARRIAGES -
1943 ■ *
Jan. 3. Married at Bethel, Maine by Rev. M. A. Gordon, 
Herbert Allen MacKenzie of Mason Twp. and Helen Jeral- 
dine Perkins of Farmington, Me.
Feb. 12. Married at Portland, Maine by Rev. S. Francis 
Cox, George H. Currier of Bethel, Me. and Cecile Smart of 
Portland, Maine.
Mar. 5. Married at Bethel, Maine by Rev. M. A. Gordon, 
Rupert H. Grover of Bethel, Maine and Ina H. Ellingwood
of West Paris, Maine.
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Mar. 19. Married at Yarmouth, Maine by Rev. Frederick 
W. Whittaker, Vernon Morrill Brown and Maxine Isabell
Clough, both of Bethel, Me.
Mar. 27. Married at Norway, Maine by Rev. H. Travers 
Smith, Raymond Barker Mills and Alice Mills Rolfe, botl 
of Albany Twp., Me7
May 29. Married at Bethel, Me. by Earl A. Davis, Jus­
tice of the Peace, Alex Taraskewich and Audrey Migetz, 
both of Berlin, N. H.
June 16. Married at Bethel, Maine by Rev. M. A. Gordon, 
Dona W. Chretien and Violet R. Brooks, both of Bethel,
Maine. -
V
June 20. Married at Bethel, Maine by Rev. M. A. Gordon, 
Cecil Earl Parker and Josephine Barbara Smith, both of 
Bethel.
\  *
June 28. Married at Bethel, Maine by Rev. M. A. Gordon, 
Kenneth Clyde Brooks and Madelyn Dora Bird, both o
Bethel, Maine. -
\  ♦.
June 25. Married at Norway, Maine by Rev. Win. P.
• /  7  •
Farnsworth, Robert Lloyd Thompson of Bethel and Stella 
Buck of Albany Twp., Me.
June 26. Married at Bethel, Maine bv Rev. H. T. Wal-
7  t /
lace, Richard Davis Bush of Boston, Mass. and Catherine 
Carter Lyon of Bethel.
June 27. Married at Bethel, Maine by Rev. M. A. Gor­
don, Maurice Gould Brooks and* Herbertina Vonnie Norton, 
ton, both of Bethel. ' .
July 4. Married at Norway, Maine by Rev. Win. P. 
.Farnsworth, Edward Francis Wheeler and Elizabeth Ruth 
Gorman, both of Bethel.
July 9. Married at Hanover, Maine by Rev. William 
Penner, Robert E. Billings of Bethel, Maine and Mary E. 
Stearns of Hanover, Maine.
July 11. Married at Rum ford, Maine bv George A.
t /
Hutchins, Justice of the Peace, Frank J. Parsons of Bethel 
and Annie Mari oh Colby of Rumford Point, Maine.
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July 15. Married at Bethel, Maine by Rev. M. A. Gor­
don, Louis Joseph Paul and Florice Mary Grover, both of 
Bethel, Maine.
Aug. 16. Married at Norway, Maine by J. Francis 
Brady, Ernest Alfred Gallant and Vera Frances Leighton, 
both of Bethel. 
Aug. 17. Married at Wells, Maine by Alma L. Parker, 
Justice of the Peace, John M Nowlin of Newry, Maine and 
Yvonne L. Baker of Bethel, Me.
Aug. 25. Married at Mechanic Falls by Rev. Charles B.
i • , « V
Roundy, Earl L. Beane of Bethel and Evelyn Jackson Hig­
gins of Oxford, Maine.
* . . .  ,  \
Sept. 19. Married at Hanover, Maine by Rev. William 
Fenner, Garey P. York of Bethel, Maine and Dorothy W il­
son of Hanover, Maine.
•  /  • •  i .
Oct. 22. Married at Flreeport, Maine by Rev. A. Z. Wal- 
( ott, Edward C. Lowell of Bethel and Doris K. Dunbar of 
Freeport, Maine.
Nov. 21. Married at Rumford, Maine by Rev. A. Z. 
Arnold, Richard AY. Tyler of Bethel and Lillian Burt of
Rumford, Maine.
1  *  . . ■ .  ‘
Nov. 29. Married at Waterford, Maine by Rev. Wilbur
1. Bull, Ivan C. Kimball of Albany, Twp. and Frances Mor­
rison of Bethel, Maine.
Dec. 9. Married at Bethel, Maine by Rev. M. A. Gordon, 
Dee Wesley Roberts of Greenwood, Maine and Annie Laura 
Murry of Ridlonville, Maine.
Dec. 12. Married at Rumford, Maine by Rev. Norman 
Seruton, Arthur Clayton Gibbs of Bethel, Me. and Olive 
Viola Barnett of Rumford, Me.
Dec. 25. /Married at Rumford, Me. by Rev. Adam Z. Ar­
nold, Charles Rackliff of Industry, Me. and Eloise Buck of 
Bethel.
DEATHS
194 a
Jan. 1. In Norway, Maine, Laura B. Stevens, age 74 yrs., 
11 mos., 18 days. Birthplace, Bethel, Maine. Cause of death, 
cancer of rectum.
Jan. 5. In Lewiston, Maine, Charles R. Morey, age 73
yrs., 11 mos., 21 days. Cause of death, peripheral vascular 
failure.
Jan. 7. In Bethel, Maine, Frederick Allen Bailey, age 64 
yrs., 4 mos., 27 days. Cause of death, congestive heart fail­
ure. 
Jan. 10. Tn Bethel, Maine, Maurice Franklin Tyler, age 
58 yrs., 8 mos., 21 days. Cause of death, congestive heart 
failure.
Jan. 20. In Springfield, Mass., Robert G . Littlehale, age 
29 yrs., 3 mos., 24 days. Birthplace, Bethel. Cause of death, 
chronic nephritis.
Jan. 24. In Bethel, Maine, Leon G. Wilbur, age 78 yrs., 
9 mos., 10 days. Cause of death, cerebral haemorrhage.
Jan. 25. In Bethel, Maine, Allen E. Cummings, age 66 
jrs., 2 mos., 1 day. Cause of death, pneumonia.
Feb. 3. In Gilead, Maine Archie T. Heath, age 77 yrs
1 mo., 15 days. Birthplace Bethel. Cause of death, cerebral 
hemorrhage.
f < 1
Feb. 4. In Bethel, Maine, John Thomas Westleigli, age
2 days. Cause of death, cerebral anoxia.
Feb. 7. In Lewiston, Maine, Gardiner Elwood Smith, Jr., 
age 3 days. 1
I
Feb. 9. In Bethel, Maine, Geneva Bartlett Lane, age 72 
yrs., 5 mos., 18 clays. Cause of death, carcinoma of the
ovarv.
Feb; 14. In Bethel, Maine, Fred Hapgood, age 69 yrs., 
7 mos., 5 days. Cause of death, broncho pneumonia.
Feb. 23. In Bethel, Maine, Ossian Russell Stanley, age 
90 yrs., 4 mos., 1#1 days? Cause of death, senile debility.
• '  C '
Mar. 9. In East Waterford, Me., Henry O. Rolfe, age. 
78 yrs., lOanos., 11 days. Cause of death, carcinoma of pros­
tate gland. Burial at West Bethel.
/
Mar. 10. In Rumford, Maine, Leona Parlin Anderson,
age 53 yrs., 10 mos., 11 days. Cause of death, cardiac decom­
pensation.
Mar. 10. In Lewiston, Maine, Alfred Hobbs, age 82 yrs.,
1 mos., 13 days. Cause of death, cerebral embolism.
Mar. 16. In Saco, Maine, Edward Millett, age 71 yrs.,
9 mos., 22 days. Birthplace, Bethel. Cause of death, coro­
nary thrombosis.
t
Mar. 16; In Lewiston, Maine, Prances McMillin, age 20 
\ rs., 7 mos., 1 day. Cause of death, broncho pneumonia.
Mar. 17. Tn Industry, Me., Winthrop M. Andrews, age 
87 yrs., 2 mos. Birthplace, Bethel. Cause of death, coronary 
oclusion
Mar. 28. Tn Concord, N. H., William A. Richardson.
{  . ♦age 65 yrs. Cause of death, broncho pneumonia. Burial at 
Riverside Cemetery, Bethel.
Mar. 28. Tn Lewiston, Maine, Beryl Gordon, age 9 mos, 
7 days. Birthplace, Bethel. Cause of death, meningococcus 
meningitis. ,
Apr. 19. In Newry, Maine, Charles D. Bean of Bethel, 
age 79 yrs., 9 mos.„ 19 days. Cause of death, cerebral 
hemorrhage.
Apr. 20. In Bethel, Maine, Mrs. Clara P. Abbott, age 68 
yrs,, 5 mos., 24 days. Cause of death, pneumonia.
Apr. 22. In Bethel, Maine, Annie C. Bean, age 63 yrs., 
9 mos. Cause of death, cancer of the uterus.
i  -
Apr. 22. In Woodstock, Maine, George F. Harrington, 
age 63 yrs., 7 mos., 4 days. Cause of death, angina pectoris. 
Burial at East Bethel.
V    .
Apr. 29. In Holyoke, Mass., Edwin P. Coburn, age 
yrs. Cause of death, sudden, probably coronary sclerosis 
Burial at Riverside Cemetery in Bethel.
Apr. 28. In Lewiston, Maine, Lillian Bryant, age 71 yrs.,
5 mos., 8 days. Cause of death, cardiac failure. Burial at
7  « <  *
Woodlawn Cemetery in Bethel.
9s
May 1. In Bethel, Maine, Mildred Spinney, age 68 yrs., 
S mos., 4 days. Cause of death, angina pectoris. Burial at
May 3. In Westfield, N. -J., Clara J. Silver, age 20 yrs..
7 mos., 11 days. Cause of death, grippe meningitis. Burial 
in Bethel.
May 4 In Portland, Maine, Mrs. Nora G. Godfrey, age
76 yrs., 11 mos., 27 days. Cause of death, coronary occlu­
sion. Burial at Wood lawn Cemetery in Bethel.
May 13. In Greenwood, Maine, Minnie Cole, age 77 yrs., 
4 mos., 18 days. Cause of death, cancer of breast.
May 18. In Bethel, Maine, Linda Joyce Blake, age 7 
mos., 25 days. Cause of death, cerebral arterial atrophy.
i
May 21. In Bethel, Maine, Fannie Elizabeth Briggs, age 
68 yrs., 8 mos., 25 days. .Cause of death, cardiac failure.
June 1. In Lewiston, Maine, Ernest Smith, age 66 yrs., 
Cause of death, fracture of skull.
June 4. In Bethel, Maine, Clinton Frank Morrison, age 
36 yrs., 26 days. Cause of death, gun shot wound in right 
side of head. .
June 4. In South Paris, Maine, Edgar R. Briggs, age 75 
yrs., 6 mos., 25 days. Cause of death, aortic stenosis. Burial 
at West Bethel. '
June 16. In Lewiston, Maine, Alan Louis Van Den 
Kereklioven, age 2 days. Cause of death, Erythroblastosis
fetalis. Burial at Bethel.
- 1 . . \ . ' . 1
I
June 26. In Rumford, Maine, Walter Albert Given, age
77 yrs., 9 mos., 17 days. Cause of death, myocarditis.
July 17. In Rumford, Stillborn infant son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Milton Christie. Burial at Riverside Cemetery in Betli- 
th el.
July 17. In Bethel, Maine, Walter Balentine, age 51 yrs.,
7 mos., 6 days. Cause of death, carcinoma of stomach.
*  .  { '
Aug. 20. In South Paris, Me., James Edwin Bell, age 89 
yrs., 11 mos., 5 clays. Cause of death, fracture of hip. Burial 
at West Bethel.
f
Aug. 30. In Bethel, Maine, Ella Frances Sanborn, age 77
yrs., 11 mos., 7 clays. Cause of death, congestive heart 
failure.
Oct. 2. In Berlin, N. H., Mary Sciaraffa, age 3 days. 
Cause of death, exhaustion.. Burial at Bethel.
Oct. 10. In Gilead, Maine, Barbara Frances Wight, age 
19 yrs., 5 mos., 9 days. Cause of death, broncho pneumonia.
Oct. 14. In Gilead, Maine, Ada Bennett Cole, age 66 yrs., 
27 days. Cause of death, coronary thrombosis.
Oct. 24. In West Bethel, Maine. Fannie S. Mills, age 82
yrs., 7 mos. Cause of death, heart failure.
Oct. 24. In Woodstock, Maine, Flora L. Bryant, age 82 
yrs., 26 days. Birthplace Bethel. Cause of death, arterio 
sclerosis.
Oct. 27. In South Paris, Maine, George W. Kenniston, 
age 79 yrs., 8 mos., 2 days. Cause of death, pernicious ane­
mia.
Oct. 28. In Bethel, Maine, Henry B. Esmond, age 75 yrs., 
9 mos., 15 days. Cause of death, chronic my oca rial disease.
■ s ' . ' -  '  '  '
Oct. 29. In Bethel, Maine, James Joseph Whittemore, 
age 1 yr., 3 mos, 10 days.
\  • *
Oct. 29. In Errol, N. H., William Straw Hastings, age 42 
years, 2 mos., 28 days. Cause of death, drowning.
Oct. 29. In Errol, N. H., John Hastings Howe, age 52 
yrs., 4 mos., 22 days. Cause of death, drowning.
Nov. 17. In Pittston, Maine, John Wrilder Kimball of 
Bethel, age 65 yrs., 8 mos., 7 days. Cause of death’, cerebral 
hemorrhage.
Nov. 20. In Rumford, Maine, Infant of Mr. and Mrs. Carl
11. Swan. Cause of death, uterus gravis. Burial at East 
Bethel. *
Nov. 23. In West Bethel, Maine, Delima Lisse, age 78 
yrs., 9 mos., 20 days. Cause of death, carcinoma of the lung.
l
Nov. 29. In China, Maine, Armand R. Smith, age 86 yrs., 
5 mos., 11 days. ' Birthplace, Bethel, Maine. Cause of death, 
cerebral embolism.
Dec. 3. In Bethel, Maine, Fred C. Verrill, age 77 yrs., 6 
mos., 17 days. Cause of death, nitral disease of heart.
Dec. 10. In Rumford, Maine, Herbert E. Harlow, age 78 
yrs., 9 mos., 23 days. 
Dec. 17. In Auburn, Maine, Wallace Lee Kessell, age 30 
yrs., 9 mos., 1 day. Cause of death, pneumonia ( lobar). 
Burial at West Bethel.
Dec. 30. In Rumford,. Maine, Hattie Foster Thurston, age 
06 yrs., 7 mos., 21 days. Cause of death, carcinoma of the 
breast. Burial at E. Bethel.
WARRANT FOR TOWN MEETING
*
1 r 1 ■ ■ —  ■ ■ ■ ■
. • *  *
To Carl L. Brown, a Citizen of the Town of Bethel in
the County of Oxford. ’ /
* +
GREETINGS—In the name of the State of Maine, you 
are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of 
the Town of Bethel, qualified by law to vote in Town affairs, 
1o assemble at Odeon Hall, in said Town of Bethel, on Mon­
day, the sixth day of March, A. D. 1944, at eig'ht o ’clock
in the forenoon to act on the following articles, to wit:
*  i  \
The Polls will open for balloting on elective officers
upon order of the Moderator and will be closed at 12:30
c ’clock in the afternoon.
Art. 1. To choose a Moderator to preside at said meet- 
big.
• > ,  ,
Art. 2. To choose by ballots the following Town officers 
for the ensuing year, to w it : Town Clerk, Three Selectmen, 
three Assessors, Three Overseers of the Poor, Treasurer, 
one member of the School Committee for three years, Tax 
Collector, and Road Commissioner.
Art. 3. To hear and act oh reports of the several town 
officers, for the year ending December 31, 1943.
Art. 4, To establish the price the Selectmen, the Asses­
sors, the Overseers of the Poor, shall receive for their serv­
ices.
Art. 5. To establish the price the. Road Commissioner 
shall receive for his services.
✓
Art. 6. To establish the price the Treasurer shall re­
ceive for his services.
Art. 7. To establish the price to be paid for collecting
taxes, for the ensuing year.
•> *  '
I »
Art.. 8. To choose all other necessary Town Officers.
I *
Art 9. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for support of Common Schools, 
for the year 1944.
Art. 10. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and apropriate for Secondary Schools for the year
1944.
Art. 11. To see what sum of money the Town will vole 
to raise and appropriate for Textbooks for the year 1944.
Art. 12. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for School Supplies for the year 
1944. ’
Art. 13. To see what sum of monev the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for repairs on school houses for
the vear 1944.
f i•* , • i . . -
Art. 14. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for insurance on schoolhouses, for 
the year 1944.
Art. 15. To see wlrat sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for services of a School Physician, 
for the year 1944.
• ‘ “  « *
Art. 16. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for salry of Schoool Superintend­
ent, for the year 1944.
■»
 ^Art. 17. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the 
Northwest Bethel School.
Art. 18. To see what sum of money the town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for School Lunches for the vear 
1944.
Art. 19. To see. if the Town will vote to raise and ap­
propriate $100.00 for public health nursing in Bethel, Said 
sum to be expended by the State Bureau of Health, for
local service.
• . \ ,
, 0
Art. 20. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for repair of Roads and Bridges, 
for the year 1944.
Art. 21. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
‘ o raise and appropriate for the Winter Maintenance of 
Roads, for the year 1944.
I . ,
Art. 22. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for Bituminous Surfacing of Roads
and Streets, for the year 1944.
Art. 23. To see what sum of monev the Town will vote
* -
to raise and apropriate for State Aid road construction (in 
addition to the amounts regularly raised for the care of 
ways, highways, and bridges) under the provision;of Se<’- 
provisions of Section 3, Chapter 229, Public Laws of 1937.
Art. 24. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for the joint expense for mainteu 
tion 19. Chapter 28, Revised Statutes of 1930, or under the 
ande on State and State Aid Highways as provided by Chap­
ter 28, Section 9, and Section 18 of the Revised Statutes of 
1930, as amended by Chapter 149 P. L. 1935.
Art. 25. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the Maintenance of the Third 
Class Roads for the year 1944 as required by law in Sec­
tions 44 and 46, Chapter 28. Revised Statutes 1930 as amend­
ed by Section 4 and 5 of Chapter 229 Public Law3 1937.
* )Art. 26. To see if the Town will vote to accept the street
as laid out by the Selectmen, leading from the easterly end 
of Tyler Street to Vernon Street.
Art. 27. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate to pay land damage, incurred under 
Article 26.
f f . V.
Art. 28. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate to build the street accepted under 
Article 26.
Art. 29. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for maintenance of sewers for the
Year 1944.
« ■
Art. 30. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for support of poor, for the year
1944.
Art. 81. To sec what sum of money tliq Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for Town Officers' bills, for the 
year 1944.
Art. 32. To see what sum of monev the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate to take care of abatements as made 
by the Assessors.
Art. 33. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for Memorial Day observance.
Art. 34. To see what sum of monev the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate to be expended to assist in the 
maintenance of the Bethel Band.
Art. 35. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for advertising our natural re­
sources, advantages and attractions, under the provision of 
Chapter 5, Section 82 of the Revised Statutes of 1930, said 
sum to be expended by the Bethel Chamber of Commerce.
it . I . . . • *
Art. 36. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate to pay for Treasurer’s Bond.
#, * '  '  *  •
Art. 37. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate to pay for Collector’s Bond.
Art. 38. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for expense of fire pumper and 
fires for 1944.
Art. 39. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate to he expended for care of old 
cemeteries during the year 1944.
Art. 40. To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate for miscellaneous expenses.
"Art. 41. To see what sum of monev the Town will vote 
to raise and appropriate to procure from the Bethel Library 
Assoieation the free use of books during the coming year 
for all inhabitants of the Town, under such restrictions and 
regulations as shall insure the safety and good use of the 
books.
Art. 42. To see what sum of money the Town will vot 
to raise and appropriate to care for the interest on notes 
and temporary loans for 1944.
|
Art. 43. To see if the Town will vote to purchase Pub­
lic Liability and Property Damage Insurance on any or all 
of the motor driven vehicles owned by the Town of Bethe 
and raise money for same.
V
Art. 44. To see if the Town of Bethel will vote to accept 
as a gift in trust, and serve as trustee for the following 
bequest:
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF MARY E. WILEY
Third: I give and bequeath unto the town of Bethel the 
sum of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) in trust, the income 
of which is to be used for the perpetual care and repair of 
the Dr. R. C. Wiley lot in the cemetery on Grover Hill near 
the Skillings steam'mill, subject, however to the following 
condition, viz: should said cemetery ever be incorporated, 
the said town of Bethel, through its Municipal Officers, shall 
turn over to the cemetery association thus incorporated said 
sum of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00), provided said as­
sociation will accept the same subject to the trust hereby 
created. * • ,
Art. 45. To see if the Town will vote to change the time 
of Balloting for the Elective Officers and the transaction of 
Business at the Annual Town Meetings and define those 
changes.
Art. 46. To see if the Town will authorize its Treasurer 
to obtain money by loan to pay the debts of the Town and 
to take up outstanding notes against the Town or to renew 
the same with new notes, and to execute and deliver the 
notes of the Town therefor sighed by its Treasurer and 
countersigned by the municipal officers of the Town.
Art. 47. To see if the Town, for the-purpose of procur­
ing a temporary loan to, and for the use of the Town of 
Bethel to pay indebtedness of said Town due and to becom 
due during the present municipal year, the same to be paid 
out of money raised by taxation during the present muni­
cipal year, will authorize and direct its Treasurer to borrow 
from time to time a sum of money, or sums of money, not 
excedeing $50,000, and to execute and deliver the note or 
notes of the Town therefor signed by its Treasurer and coun­
tersigned by the municipal officers of the Town.
e
Art. 48. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen and Treasurer to sell and convey real estate own­
ed by the Town under Tax deeds or under tax liens to such 
persons for such prices and upon such terms as said Select 
men and Treasurer in their judgment and discretion may 
determine for the best interest of the Town and to execute
in behalf of the inhabitants of said Town such deeds or
other instruments of conveyance as may be required to 
complete such sales and conveyances. j
Art. 49. To see if the Town will authorize the Moder- 
ator to appoint a committee of 12 to be known as the Budget j 
Committee.
To transact any other business that may legally come
before said meeting. 
The Selectmen hereby give notice that they will be in 
session in the Selectmen’s Office on Monday, March 6th, 1944 | 
For the purpose of correcting the list of voters from 9 o’clock 
in the forenoon until time for the polls to close. j
• " *  ■ • • ■ /  . . . .  1
- f  -  . ■”  #
Hereof fail not and have you there this warrant with i 
your doings thereon.
• * '  • .  • — -  .  * **  • t
Given under our hands this 16th day of February, A.
D. 1944. ' . \
' ‘ ERNEST F. BISBEE j
CARROLL E. ABBOTT j
• _ * • • • .  • ’ 4^  •
Selectmen of Bethel
* ; i
A true copy, Attest:
Carl L. Brown, a Citizen of the Town of Bethel.
Charles E. Anderson 
Robert Annis 
Nadine Atwood 
J. Maynard Austin 
George Bachelder 
O’Neil Bachelder 
Bruce Bailey 
Rebecca W.. Bailey 
Levi Baker 
Romeo A. Baker 
Wilfred J. Baker 
Clayton Bane 
Laurence Bartlett 
Raymond Bartlett 
Trafton Bartlett 
Earl Bean 
Edward C. Bean 
Warren M. Bean 
Willard Bean
i  •
Joseph Beaumier 
Arthur O. Bennett 
LeRoy Bennett Jr. 
Robert Billings 
Dana G. Brooks 
Kenneth Brooks 
Donald S. Brown 
Ernest L. Brown Jr. 
George Brown 
Hugh L. Brown 
Irving, W. Brown 
James L. Brown 
Merton Brhwn 
Norris T. Brown 
Parker T. Brown 
Robert I. Browne 
Vernon Brown 
James Bryant 
Eugene N. Burns 
Russell C. Burris 
Herbert 4Cairns 
Paul A. Carter
tr
Stanley Carter 7 
Charles Chapin 
Lloyd Chapin 
Milan Chapin 
Winona Chapin 
^Alonzo Chapman Jr. 
Harold Chapman 
Paul S. Chapman 
P. Sheridan Chapman Jr. 
Robert E. Chapman 
Everett Chase 
Rodney Chase
Lac. W. Ashby Tibbetts, R C A F .  July 11, 1941 
Ens. Stanley W. Allen, USN.  - Dec. 7, 1941 
Pvt. Donald Luxton, US MO. x Jan. 30, 1943 
Lfc. Charles O. Smith, ' U S A A F .  Nov. 28, 1943
Shirley Chase 
Arthur Thayer 
Freeland W. Clark- 
Fillmore Clough 
Emerson Clough 
Cecil Conrad 
Edgar Coolidge 
Joseph Cote 
Donald Cretien 
Alton E. Cross 
Clayton Crockett 
Donald .Cross 
Lewis Cross 
Stuart Cross 
Irving Cummings 
Fred Currier 
George Currier 
Philip W. Daye 
Tracy J. Dorey 
Sidney Dyke 
Rodney Eames 
Ernest Gallant 
Stanley W. Gallant 
Arthur C. Gibbs 
Guy Gibbs 
Arthur R. Gilbert 
Shirley B. Gilbert 
Jack G. Gill 
Gardiner Gorman 
Arthur W. Gray 
Robert Greenleaf 
Frederick P. Grover 
Norman H. Hale 
Bradley Hall 
Roderick E. Harthorne 
Roland L. Hatfield 
Richard Hinkley , 
R. Donald Holt 
J. Edward Holt 
Sidney Howe 
Henry G. Hutchinson 
Lee Hutchins 
Leslie Johnson 
Royden Keddy 
Elwood F. Ireland Jr.
Lewis Kellogg
Robert Kellogg
Gustavus K. Kennagh
Albert B. Kimball
Donald D. Kimball
John R. King
Robert B. King
Richard Kirk
Robert Kirk
Eva M. Ladd
Lillian Leighton
Alfred W. Lovejoy
Cleveland Lovejoy
Kenneth Lovejoy
Charles E. Lowe
•
Robert Lowe 
George Luxton 
Linwood C. Machia 
Ethelyn MacMillin 
Harold W. Marshall 
Richard E. Marshall 
Glendon McAlister 
Robert J. McCrea 
Roderick McMillin 
Joseph Merrick 
Harold Merrill 
A, Lincoln Merrill 
Robert L. Moore 
Clarence Morgan 
Delmar ilorgan 
Olin Morgan 
Wallace Morgan 
Christino Onofrio 
Joseph Ouelette 
Guy M. Parker 
Frank J. Parsons 
George Parsons 
Richard Peabody 
Ernest H. Perkins 
Lawrence B. Perry 
Robert E. Perry 
Charles Raimey 
Edward N. Robertson 
F. O’Neil Robertson 
Henry Robertson
William Robertson 
Winfield F. Robertson 
Harold Rolfe 
Elmer Ryerson 
Hurschel Ryerson 
James Ryerson 
Kenneth Saunders 
Raymond Saunders 
Wallace Saunders 
Bruce Scarborough 
Lorrimer Schmidt i 
George M. Schools 
Albion Smith ;
Carlos Smith 
Gardner Smith 
Guy Smith 
Homer C. Smith Jr. 
Paul Stearns 
Eldridge Steeves 
Archie Stevens 
Freeman Stevens 
EdWard K. Swan 
M. Clayton Sweatt Jr. 
Richard Sweetser 
Willard F. Thayer 
Martin A. Therriault 
Dale C. Thurston 
Howard- F. Thurston 
Murray W. Thurston 
Harold Tibbetts 
Homer Tibbetts ’ 
Luther Tripp 
Frank W.
Raymond Tripp 
John A. Twaddl 
Harris E. Tyler 
Lawrence B 
Edmond Vaeh 
Harry L.
Stanley Vasha# 
Gerald Walker 
Rodney 
Henry West:
Albert Whe<
Chester C, '}
Edward F
Kathleen
*
Gerard S 
Minta K.
Harry 
Harold*
William
This list of Betliel people in the armed forces, comprisMg^ 
natives of the town and residents here at the time of entetf * 
mg* the-service, is believed to be the most complete availaijji 
at present. It is hoped that persons knowing of correeti 
and additions to this Honor Roll, will notify the SelefT"
